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Review: 

1. God will use surprising circumstances for His glory (John 11:4).  

2. Sometimes God will delay His response to our requests so that 

He might receive ultimate glory (John 11:5-6). 

3. We will not see God’s glory unfold in our lives until we see Him 

as sovereign over our lives (John 11:7-10). 

 

Today, as we ponder this teaching and the miracle of resurrection, I want to 

urge you to respond in three ways:  

 

1. Know the heart of Jesus (vs. 33-38). 

 

John 11 is one of the most striking examples of Jesus’ empathy 

toward those who are grieving.  

 

a. Jesus fully enters into your grief.  

 

Vs. 33: “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 

who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit 

and was troubled,” 

 

The intensity of Jesus’ own emotions is emphasized with two 

Greek words. The first word, embrimaomai (translated, “deeply 

moved in spirit”) literally means to snort like a horse—

something that comes from deep within. Elsewhere in the New 

Testament it carries the weight of a stern warning or even 

scolding.
1
 There is a nuance of anger here. This is followed by 

the second word, Tarasso, which describes a strong emotion of 

anguish - the same emotion Jesus felt when He anticipated His 

own crucifixion.
2
 Together, these words communicate a deep, 
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gut-wrenching angst combined with a righteous indignation 

against the deadly effects of sin’s curse.   

 

Jesus is not stoic. He is not unmoved by your grief. And He is 

not ungenuine - not the kind of mourner who expresses 

sympathy outwardly but does not feel your pain within. He feels 

your pain deeply. We see this again in vs. 38: “So Jesus, again 

being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it.” 

 

b. Jesus’ grief is not without hope.  

 

And yet, Jesus does not grieve without hope. Jesus mourns 

differently than all the rest. Verse 35 simply states, “Jesus 

wept.”  The word translated here means to “silently burst into 

tears.”
3
  This is a stark contrast to the word klaio, used of the 

mourners in John 11, which means” to wail.”
4
  Jesus fully 

entered into their grief but not to the point of despair.  

 

He knew the sting of death and would Himself go into the throws 

of death, yet He knew for certain that death could not hold the 

final victory.   

 

I Thessalonians 4 

 

c. Jesus’ grief is an expression of His love.  

 

Finally, take note that Jesus’ grief is an expression of His love.  

Vs. 5: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” 

  

Again, vs. 35-36: “ Jesus wept. So the Jews were saying, ‘See 

how He loved him!’” 
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One of the ways that God will be glorified in death is by the way He 

manifests His love and compassion to you as He comforts you by sharing in 

your grief. There is a healing quality in the nearness of His presence. This is 

why Paul writes in 2 Cor. 1:3-5: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us 

in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our 

comfort is abundant through Christ.” 

 

It’s essential for you to know Jesus’ heart of love that enters into your grief 

to bring hope.  

 

2. Believe the promise of Jesus (vs. 25-26).  

 

There is no greater promise given by Jesus than in vs. 25-26: “Jesus 

said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 

Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in 

Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

 

Notice that in vs. 25 Jesus says that the one who believes will live 

even if he dies, while vs. 26 says that the one who believes will never 

die. Jesus is making a very clear distinction here between physical 

and spiritual life. The life that Jesus gives is spiritual and eternal so 

that even if a person’s body dies (vs. 25), His soul lives on eternally. 

This is how He can say in vs. 26 that the one who believes in Him 

will never die.  

 

Eternal life means that the soul lives on in spite of the death of the 

body. This is how Paul could speak of being absent from the body 

but present with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8).  

 

When a believer dies, his body is buried but his soul/spirit enters 

immediately into everlasting blessedness and joy in the presence of 

the Lord. But even this is not the end. For sin’s curse, which has torn 

the body and spirit apart, will be fully reversed when Jesus returns 

and the dead in Christ are raised - that is, a believer’s body is raised 

anew and reunited with His spirit.
5
  

 

Don’t miss this essential distinction between the physical and the 

spiritual. You may feel very much alive physically and yet be very 

much dead spiritually (Eph. 2). And until you have been born again 

spiritually by being united to Jesus in faith, you will die physically 

only to face an eternity of conscious punishment in payment for your 

sin.  

 

Note the context of Jesus’ conversation with Martha: [vs. 21-25a].  

Jesus wants her to transfer her trust to Him personally.  The most 

important thing to see here in Jesus’ conversation with Martha is that 

it is insufficient for you to simply have a general belief in the future 

resurrection of the saints. It is certainly important to believe that a day of 

resurrection is coming, but if you will share in that resurrection you 

must take the next critical step of confident faith in Jesus Himself as 

the resurrection and the life.   

 

Notice that Jesus doesn’t just say that He will give her eternal life. 

He goes beyond that to clarify that He Himself is the very essence of 

eternal life. The way you receive eternal life is to receive Jesus 

Himself - to become one with Him. There must be a very personal 

union with Jesus. This is why the word believe is emphasized seven 

times in John 11. By faith we are united to Jesus.  

 

But what does it mean to believe in Jesus? One man put it this way: 

“To believe in Jesus means to accept everything that Jesus said as 

absolutely true, and to stake our lives upon that in perfect trust.”
6
 

 

Staking your life upon everything Jesus says as absolutely true 

will redefine the way you see and live your life. We’re not talking 

about just preparing for some distant future day. There is an urgency 
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to live today in light of the reality of the resurrection because 1) we 

don’t know when Jesus will return, and 2) you don’t know when 

your physical life will end. So don’t bank on a second chance in the 

future by passing up today’s opportunity to be born again spiritually. 

Today is your “chance.” Don’t go on as if today will come again. 

Take hold of Jesus as the resurrection and the life.  
 

3. See the glory of Jesus (vs. 39-45, 4).  
 

It’s one thing for a person to claim He is the resurrection and the life, 

but it’s quite another to prove it.  
 

Jesus commands those standing by to move the stone that covered the 

entrance of the tomb. But Martha protests that it’s been four days and there 

will already be a horrible stench from the rapidly decaying body. The bodies 

of the deceased were not embalmed, and the hot climate of the middle-east 

required them to bury the bodies as soon as possible because the body would 

begin to decay so quickly.  But Jesus responds to Martha by saying, “Did I 

not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” And then 

after a short prayer, Jesus demonstrates His stunning power to give life by 

simply speaking: “Lazarus, come forth!” With two simple words, Jesus 

commands life into existence where it no longer existed. The molecules and 

decaying flesh of a dead body obey with immediate proper ordering and 

perfect health. Lazarus’ body and spirit are reunited - all of this in an instant 

and Lazarus steps forth from the tomb.  
 

Do you realize how significant it is that Jesus prefaced this command with 

Lazarus’ name? Had he not, all the dead bodies within ear shot of His voice 

would have erupted from their graves! This is no laughing matter. Jesus, 

speaking of Himself, said in John 5:28: “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 

coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice,” 
 

To say that this most amazing miracle highlights Jesus’ glory is an 

understatement, and yet there is more.  
 

Way back in John 11:4, Jesus said, “this sickness is not to end in 

death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified by it.” How is God glorified in this? He’s glorified by 

showing Jesus, His Son, to be who He is. Never is the Father more 

glorified than through His Son. And Jesus is glorified, not so much 

through the miracle itself, as He is in showing that He shares in the 

Father’s glory because they are inseparable. This is why Jesus prayed 

the way He did in vs. 41-42: “So they removed the stone. Then Jesus 

raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard 

Me.  I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people 

standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.”  

(cf. John 14:13). 
 

After such a climactic miracle, it’s not surprising that we are told in vs. 45 

that many believed in Him. But what about you? Have you come to personal 

faith in Jesus? Don’t miss the very personal nature of Jesus’ message: 

“everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die…” (vs. 26). That 

includes you.  If you will take Jesus as true and stake your life on Him, you 

will never face ultimate death.  
 

But this requires that you relinquish your self-sufficiency for utter 

dependence and trust in Jesus. Sin’s deception is that you don’t need God. 

Sin’s deception is that you can just live life any way you want to and be 

okay. But that’s a lie from hell. You must turn from your sinful independence 

and rebellion against God. You must turn to Jesus who loves you and gave 

His life for you so that you may be reborn spiritually and inherit the 

guarantee of eternal, resurrection life.  
 

Don’t be confused by the language we speak. There is an eternal existence 

for every person. Those who personally embrace Jesus as their own will live 

eternally in the joyful bliss of God’s presence in heaven—this is what we call 

eternal life. But those who refuse Jesus in preference for their own sinful 

independence will face the eternal consequences of their sin, cut off from the 

presence of God in the Lake of Fire—this is what we call eternal death.  
 

Don’t be deceived by how alive you feel physically today when without 

Jesus you are spiritually dead. Without Jesus, your “life” is no more secure 

than being on life support.   
 

The most significant promise ever made was followed by the most essential 

question ever asked: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 

Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” (vs. 25-26). 


